







SPRING “99 


he New York fashion press 
and store buyers were 

treated to a first this Fall. 
They were given a preview of the 
New York shows, weeks in ad- 
vance of the scheduled show 
dates. This movement, led by 
superstar designers Calvin Klein 
and Helmut Lang, served to 


address some long standing issues: 


The early show dates finally gave 
American designers the chance to 
show the world that they are not 
the commercially driven copyists 
that European designers have 
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called them. Furthermore, the 
Americans were given the oppor- 
tunity to be seen by the buyers 
before they go on to the European 
showrooms. A dozen or so 
designers, including Donna Karan, 
Helmut Lang, Jill Stuart, Mary 
Jane Marcasiano, showed their 
complete collection or presented 
a teaser preview collection 
(BCBG, Manolo). 


Some definite trends emerged 
from the week of shows. The 
mood for Spring is pretty. 
Women’s fashion is moving away 
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MAPPING A NEW STRATEGY 


ith the move to the 
Javits Center, the Style 
Industrie trade show 


has taken a major step forward: 
“with pressure from buyers to 
coordinate shows all under one 
roof, we’re giving our stores 
exactly what they want,” states 
Show Director, Debra LaChance. 
“We can create new sections and 
pavilions,” she adds, “‘and we are 
able to reach the upscale better 


contemporary customers from the 
young on up through designer 
level, as well as to focus on 
accessories, which are very strong 
for us. In essence, this show is 
merchandised at all levels.” 
Fashion International scouted the 
show, and indeed found a well- 
rounded group of manufacturers, 
all given ample showcase space. 
The following is a summary of our 
personal favorites for Spring ’99 


culled from about 750 labels. 


PAT McDONAGH shows 
designer day-through-evening 
clothes that are sophisticated and 
slightly edgy. There are puckered 
airy linens, wool/linen stretch and 
more. Typical of her thinking is a 
crisp white silk shantung elbow 
cuffed shirt paired with a full 
length stitched down, Empire 
waist pleated skirt in white on 
green stripes. CLICHY shows 
updated better sportswear. 
Standouts include the suitings in 
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“MAKE WAY FOR...” continued from page 1 


from the classic, rather austere 
look of the past few seasons. 
Pretty clothes and colors are “in,” 
and what is somber and strange is 
“out.” Gray is still strong, but less 
so, and when it appears is bright- 
ened up with welcome shots of 
vivid color — oranges, pinks and 
greens. White is everywhere, and 
often in head-to-toe looks, as at 
Jill Stuart, Searle, and Ron Leal. 
These three houses demonstrated 
how completely different an all- 
white look can be. At Searle, 
techno was the theme. The show 
ended with a hard edged strapless 
jumpsuit, softened by a semi-sheer 
and hooded, organza floor length 
coat, elegant enough for a bride. 
By contrast, Jill Stuart’s romantic 
shepherdess-inspired whites are a 
great look for the Summer. She 
showed a number of soft looks in 
white linen and cotton poplin. 
Some of her best pieces are the 
full, white mid-calf skirts paired 
with either a matching white halter 
or a colorful orange cashmere 
wrap sweater. Canadian born 
designer, Ron Leal, did some great 
white knits, (manufactured at the 
same factory as Prada). He’s a 
designer for real women who want 
to wear fashion, but don’t want to 
be too experimental. Look for his 
white Summer knit group, in 
particularly, a partially sheer short 
sleeved white top. His lightly 
embroidered white cotton pareu is 
another great piece to wear as a 
skirt or a beach cover-up. 


Sheer continues, but with some 
appreciation on the designer’s part 
for the women who want to try 
sheer in a wearable way: It was 
cleverly layered to avoid the 
problematic issue of transparency. 


Couture and wedding gown 
designer, Manolo says he was 
inspired this season by the colors 
of the sun. He layered a sheer 
stretch black shredded organza 
dress over fiery sun-toned slip 
dresses, creating dazzling new 
color combinations. Donna Karan 
experimented with sheer in her 
bridge DKNY collection. Of note 
was the finale of long pastel 
dresses worn over two-piece 
bathing suits in the same color 
family. Models came out in an 
Easter egg assortment of pinks, 
lilacs, and greens. 


Han Feng had some of the prettiest 
pastels of the week. Models 
resembled Greek Goddesses, from 
their classic empire bodice gowns 
up to their romantic chignons — 
complete with strands of ribbon 
woven through their hair. She also 





JILL STUART 


showed delicate skirts, tops, and 
gowns, in soft shades of gold, 
blossom pink, and baby blue, 
comprising designs that were as 
far removed from traditional 
sugary bridesmaid gowns as 
possible. Violet for Favourbrook’s 
best looks were in baby pinks and 
blues. She combined sheer and 
opaque in her shantung shell and 
multi-layered sheer circle skirt, 
trimmed with bright sequins. Mark 
Eisen also worked with layers of 
sheer and opaque, incorporating 
meaty brick red into his color 
palette. 


The suit is still an option and 
always will be for many working 
women. The most popular silhou- 
ette features a longer, looser, 
jacket ranging from a collarless 
A-line coat jacket in distressed 
silk at BCBG to shiny oyster A- 
line 3/4 length jackets at Donna 
Karan. At Jill Stuart and Calvin 
Klein, jackets were more fitted, 
akin to riding jackets, in practical 
tones of gray and brown. The 
suggested pant for the looser 
jacket is the cropped harem pant. 
With a more fitted jacket, try a 
streamlined long slim pant. Over- 
all the new pantsuits are decidedly 
more feminine than the slouchy 
men’s inspired suits that have been 
popular the last few years. 


Skirts remain long, but not as 
uniformally ground sweeping as 
they were for Fall. The shortest 
skirts end right below the knee. 
Calvin Klein has an asymmetric 
wrap skirt, and a mid-calf skirt 
with an industrial zipper that zips 
up the side. A-line skirts are also 
popular in longer mid-calf lengths, 
as was the ankle length straight 
skirt with a high back-slit at Mary 
Jane Marcasiano. Yet another skirt 
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THE TRENDSETTERS 


FUN, SPIRITED and COLORFUL 


SPRING ‘99 MENSWEAR 


MARC JACOBS 


arc Jacobs is currently 
the king of cool in 
fashion circles. All of 


his recent collections have as a 
common denominator their 
distinction of being classics, 
tweaked and reinterpreted for the 
late °90s. The clothes in this 
collection, as in all the ones he 
designs, are refined but never 
stuffy. Jacobs renders his designs 
with a sure but relaxed hand, in 
luxurious, high quality fabrics. 
Here are clothes that despite 
having that New York edge, 
would look right in any of the 
world’s fashion capitals. Indeed, 
the Marc Jacobs man would be 
the perfect escort for Jacobs’ 
“Louis Vuitton Woman.” This 
collection is based on established 
trends. What was served up was 
the perfect t-shirt, a great trench 
coat, and super knits. As in many 
other collections, there were 
military touches evident: quite a 
few crisp patch pocket shirts pair 
with cargo pants or with low 
waisted pants that have wide belt 
loops and are fitted through the 
hip, then ease up to pool around 
the foot. Jacobs showed his 
version of West Point — the white 
patch pocket dress shirt and gray 
pants, accessorized with black 
leather dress shoes. He gives the 


shirts a twist by cutting the 


sleeves just a little bit shorter than 
everyone else. A more formal 


version appears in a gray crew 
neck over a white button-down, 
with a black tie tucked underneath 
the sweater. Jacobs also simplifies 
the process of getting dressed. He 
proposes that men wear the same 
pant under a sweater and a t-shirt 
(shown untucked and underneath 
the sweater), with white 
Birkenstocks for more casual days. 
A more dressed look pairs the pant 
with a short, matching 3-button 
suit jacket, and adds a button- 
down shirt, black tie and black 
leather shoes. 





MENSWEAR FALL/WINTER ‘99 


MILAN SHOWS 
JAN. 10-13, 1999 
PITTI UOMO (FLORENCE) 
JAN. 14-17, 1999 
VALUEXPO NAMSB (NY PREMIERE) 
JAN. 17-19, 1999 
MAGIC EAST (NY PREMIERE) 
JAN. 19-22, 1999 
DESIGNERS COLLECTIVE (Ny) 
JAN. 23-25, 1999 
PARIS SHOWS 
JAN. 28-FEB. 1, 1999 
NEW YORK SHOWS 
FEB. 11-13, 1999 
MAGIC (LAS VEGAS) 
MARCH 1-4, 1999 





JOHN BARTLETT 

John Bartlett had a navy crew in 
mind when he designed his collec- 
tion. His handsome muscle-bound 


crew had wind-tousled short hair, 
deep suntans, and a pronounced 
swagger to their walk. He showed 
a bit of sex, that came through in 
the tight sleeveless tops with the 
shortest of cap sleeves, probably 
meant for only the fittest of gym 
devotees. There are a number of 
solid black and solid white looks, 
oftentimes styled with a matching 
belt that has a rectangular brass 
buckle. His pant for the season 
was the sailor pant. Bartlett’s 
sailor pant rides low on the hip, is 
tight around the buttocks, has a 
pronounced flare to it, and stops 
short at the ankle bone. He has 
some interesting color block tops 
in the collection, particularly the 
short sleeved red A-line tee with 
brown and khaki bands at the 
bottom. There are also some great 
navy classics, the yellow rubber 
mac coat, the navy yachtsman’s 
jacket, and the white duck pants. 
One has come to expect the 
unexpected from John Bartlett, 
and he delivers with his hot pink 
preppie grouping. We liked the 2- 
button ’70s style blazer with side 
vents, and the matching longer 
pants cut out of fabric that had a 
shiny patina to it. Inspired by Lilly 
Pulitzer is the giant five-leaf 
clover print in shades of lettuce 
and ivy on a white ground. The 
print works best when used for 
surfer jam swim trunks and long 
pants that looked country 
clubbish, circa early ’80s. 


CYNTHIA ROWLEY 

Cynthia Rowley also had preppies 
on her mind when she designed 
her Spring collection. She shows 
groupings in “Pulitzeresque” mint 
green and white floral print — 
great in her casual ankle length 
flared crop pant. Shirts are relaxed 
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“MAPPING A NEW...” continued from page 1 


dark gray two-tone twill and the 
silver shantung separates, espe- 
cially an elbow sleeve, shirt jacket 
and flat-front slim pants, and the 
boxy jacket in a jute linen/viscose 
windowpane. This forms an 
interesting positive/negative effect 
when paired with a natural over 
white tattersall shirt and pinstripe 
drawstring pants. ANDREA 
STIGLITZ’s clothes combine a 
touch of whimsy with masculine 
and feminine elements. There’s an 
interesting handloomed viscose/ 
silk noil “baseball girl” sweater 
with raglan shoulders and 3/4 
sleeves that looks very au courant 
paired with either a below-the- 
knee nylon “city skirt” or the new 
flared side-zip “fluid trousers.” 
CRYSTAL SIEMENS’ architec- 
turally pure designer collection is 
geared towards confident women 
who favor intricate cuts and subtle 
details. To this end, she proposes a 
double-lined long white jersey 
sleeveless dress, accented with a 
narrow silver wire that descends 
from the V-neckline and coils 
around the back, ending at the waist. 


The CARMEN MARC VALVO 
COLLECTION puts a soft spin 
on suiting looks. There’s an 
outstanding one-button, elongated 
jacket and cigarette pants in grape 
iridescent linen. Softer still are his 
pale beaded knits, especially the 
lovely scoop neck, long sleeveless 
dress. BANU approaches suitings 
with a focus on luxury fabrics and 
intriguing details: to wit, a double- 
breasted white jacquard luncheon 
suit with angled collar and high 
slit skirt, and an Indian-inspired 
sage skirt suit in a border print 
mini jacquard (on the elongated 
jacket). CASTLEBERRY 


KNITS is taking a younger 
direction now with a two-piece 
pink/coral pointelle cardigan over 
a square neck sheath. For more 
casual wear, a gray multi- 
pointelle, polo neck sweater and 
skirt are also attractive. 
CASTLEBERRY MIXERS 
offers related separates in linen or 
shantung knit. Casually elegant in 
the latter yarn is the zip-front 
windbreaker, and drawstring pants 
with the new wider leg. Also 
offering stylish options for the 
missy customer is the European 
influenced OLSEN COLLEC- 
TION. Key for Spring is their 
relaxed bone linen blazer with 
horn buttons shown over paper 
bag pants. Career and luncheon 
dressing calls for the citified cool 
wool stretch coat atop fly-front 
elongated jacket and slim pant, 
and the shaped shell and cuffed 
flared trousers in gray Prince of 
Wales check. MASANO offers 
sexy, feminine yet clean shapes 


ets, wing collar and self-buttons in 
crushed silk, over a spaghetti 
strapped shell and long lean skirt 
in shantung. Functional yet edgy 
clothes are the premise at F.A.L. 
There’s a terrific hooded jumpsuit 
and cargo pants in stretch poplin 
twill, stretch denim sailor pants, 
and a body-conscious scoop neck 
pullover with 3/4 sleeves and long 
pull-on skirt in French terry — all 
in basic neutral colors. 


In addition to RTW, EI. scoped 
out some key accessory lines and 
found most of the excitement 
centered in the jewelry and hand- 
bag areas. This is just a sampling 
of our favorites. FIORUCCI offers 
an adorable lunch box shoulder bag 


continued on page 8 
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clothes, in crushed silk, linen and 
shantung, are designer LORAIN 
CROFT?’s hallmark for Spring. 
Outstanding is her signature 
flyaway jacket with besom pock- 


PAT McDONAGH 
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HASPEL 


aspel, a men’s clothing 
company originally 
established in turn-of-the- 


century New Orleans as a manu- 
facturer of uniforms, went on to 
make its name in lightweight 
cotton suits, the practical and 
stylish solution for residents of the 
sweltering (then non-air-condi- 
tioned) South. The company was 
responsible for creating the “‘seer- 
sucker suit,” the “one pound suit,” 
and the “wash and wear” suit. 
Haspel’s popularity continued to 
grow during the thirties, forties, 
and fifties, when some of 
America’s most famous celebrities 
donned the clothing, both on and 
off the screen. This group included 
Gregory Peck (who wore a Haspel 
suit in “To Kill a Mockingbird’), 
Humphrey Bogart, Cary Grant, 
and Clark Gable, screen legends 
featured in Haspel’s recent adver- 
tising campaign. Although the 
company was sold in the ’70s, the 
Haspel family recently bought it 
back, re-introducing the label for 
Spring ’98. Co-owned by Richard 
Lipsey, the husband of founder Joe 
Haspel’s granddaughter, it is also 
under the auspices of Neema 
Clothing Ltd., licenser of seven 
designer labels, including Hardy 
Amies and Jeffrey Banks: “The 
timing 1s ideal for the re-introduc- 
tion of Haspel,” points out James 
J. Ammeen, president and founder 
of Neema Clothing. ““Today’s 
baby-boomer is looking to recap- 
ture the apple pie goodness of his 
youth. This consumer believes 
Haspel, a brand worn by his father 


in the ’50s, holds a special place in 
the history, as well as the future, 
of men’s fashion. Also, Haspel 
appeals to the Generation X-er 
searching for a unique, elegant and 
easygoing style.” Trey Kraus, 
director of sales, merchandising 
and marketing concludes, “We are 
proud of the Haspel heritage, and 
have adhered to that heritage, 
while we present a contemporary, 
stylish collection that represents 
its evolution.” 


For Spring ’99, the easygoing 
style is interpreted using cotton, 
linen, silk and wool blends, wool, 
silk and linen blends, worsted 
lightweight wools, and silk and 
wool blends. The worsted suits 
designed for business wear adhere 
to the “corporate” palette with a 
predominantly dark and traditional 
selection, that includes charcoal 
and navy in solids and fancies. 
Sport coats take on a lighter, less 
formal tone in neutral colors such 
as oatmeal, celedon, tan and 
cream, with an emphasis on 
textures and patterns that range 
from windowpane plaid and 
pinstripe to a subtle herringbone 
weave. The styling combines 
updated classics with a contempo- 
rary twist — all with an eye to 
comfort. “There’s a tapering in the 
styling for Spring, but it’s more of 
a slimming, a lengthening of the 
garment, and the shoulders have 
been slightly narrowed, making a 
more elongated, tubular silhou- 
ette,” comments Kraus. Predomi- 
nantly, single-breasted, the suit 
and sport jackets are either 2 or 3- 
button, but always with a slightly 
higher cut at the front. Center 
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vents remain the staple, but there 
are a number of no-vent and side- 
vent jacket styles, while pants 
remain classically pleated. And 
where women have the hemline 
dilemma, Haspel males have no 
such problem — all trousers can 
be fully tailored, and finished with 
or without cuffs. 


1350 Avenue of the Americas, 20th fl 
New York, NY 10019 
212-765-2802 

Wh: $75-$150 


FORM FOLLOWS FUNCTION 
Swimwear 1999 





*99 that should make con- 
sumers very happy. Gone are the 
extreme looks of seasons past, 
replaced by wearable, functional 
suits heavily influenced by the 
activewear market. While the two- 
piece suits are gaining a strong 
foothold, the newest silhouette is the 
tankini that offers the coverage of a 
one-piece, yet allows midriff tan- 
ning with the lift of the top. Also 
newsworthy are the reversible 
swimsuits, triangle bikinis, high 
neck tanks and modified boyleg 
suits. Important elements are color 
blocking, diagonal swirls, streaks of 
color, asymmetric stripes, ombres, 
jacquards and subtle shimmer. 


wimwear designers are taking 
the middle ground for Cruise 


JANTZEN SPORT?s terrific 
athletic influenced two-piece sports 
bra, with contrast color panels and 
logo patch, and the scoop neck tank 
with contrast binding and signature 
diving girl embroidery, are right on 
target. Jantzen also shows a triangle 
bikini with nylon volley shorts. The 
latter features snap and fly-front zip 
closure and contrast waistband. 
Fashion’s love affair with gray has 
reached the swim market and 
Jantzen Sport offers a clean high 
neck maillot, tank and underwire 
bikini in heather gray. ANNE 
KLEIN’s red sequined one-piece 
T-back suit and cheetah print tankini 
is part of a strong swim collection. 
In sanded supplex there’s a chic 
reversible, convertible tank that 
gives the illusion of a one-piece suit. 


ELECTRIC BEACH 










Klein’s version of the Empire 
maillot comes with contrast piping 
and front zipper treatment. Sportier 
still is the color blocked high neck 
two-piece suit in lavender, purple 
and black. GOTTEX is on the 
cutting edge this season with a 
dazzling high neck Lurex tank suit 
in molten silver, paired with a silver 
netting pareu. Also striking is their 
updated two-piece with double- 
strapped tank top and hipster pants. 
This features transparent insets for a 
double layered effect. GOTTEX 
modernizes traditional florals with a 
full blown rose placed print on a 
one-shouldered black maillot. These 
blooms follow the curve of the back 











on a transparent inset. ELECTRIC 
BEACH targets the junior customer 
with racy athletic inspired tanks; 
triangle halter two-piece suits; and 
board shirts, in red/black/white 
placed stripes, paired with black 
bottoms. The surfer influence is 
apparent in their blue floral and 
plaid groups. Keyhole back tanks, 
and sport bra micro short two-piece 
styles look newest. Also on the 
surfer girl wavelength is HANG 
TEN with funky novelty prints and 
athletic-inspired suits in styles 
ranging from triangle bikinis to 
cross-back halter tops, boyleg briefs, 
and racer back or keyhole back one- 
piece suits. California dreaming 
calls for an orange Hawaiian flower 
print two-piece halter and surfer 
pants or the triangle bra (with cups) 


| and boyleg bottom. Serious swim- 


mers will covet the wet suit inspired 
boyleg tank and short sleeved top 
with zipper pulls, or the boyleg tank 
and supplex board shorts. 


In JANTZEN’s extensive collec- 
tion the standouts include a sleek 
engineered floral high neck maillot 
with keyhole back, the square neck 
tank in a tiny floral textured piqué, 
and the halter underwire two-piece 
with removable push up pads and 
high waist trunk. ULTRAVIOLET 
caters to the updated junior cus- 
tomer with high styling and vivid 
colors. Top looks include the tur- 
quoise/lime/white striped halter and 
solid boyleg trunks, the racer back 
bra and hipster boyleg suit in a 
tropical floral, and the twist-front 
halter with scoop pants in a high 
shine (nylon/Lycra novelty) bright 
coral print. NAUTICA’s swim 
collection combines classic styling, 
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SESSA 


% 


new shapes, and a choice of vivid 
colors, iridescent neutrals or all 
American red, white and navy. The 
best of a strong collection are the 


athletic piqué stripes in a high neck, 


keyhole back tank and a two-piece 
with sport bra and high waist pant. 
In a double piqué stripe there’s a 
soft cup camisole top and hipster 
scoop pant, and a terrific seamed 


underwire bra, with removable pads, 


and high waist pant combination. 
More understated is the matte 


finished “‘suede” group in brown or 


black with white top stitching and 
the iridescent sleek navy suits. 
Terrific coverups include nylon/ 
spandex board shorts, terry cloth 
vests, and zip-front jackets. The 
contemporary missy customer will 
find lots to like at SESSA. Espe- 
cially directional is the space dye 
tank and matching pareu. “Tokyo” 
offers a black/white stripe soft cup 
tankini with solid black bottom. A 


subtle Lurex stripe runs through the 
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“Riviera” black lingerie maillot with 
bound cross-back. TOO HOT 
offers up hip urban influenced 
swimwear such as a halter stripe 
sport bra and solid boyleg shorts, a 
spliced T-back sport bra and surfer 
scoop pants, and a fun 50s type 
floral lingerie strapped bandeau and 
boy shorts. Too Hot’s cutting edge 
approach extends to coverups as 
well with a very hip board shirt and 
shorts that feature elastic mesh 
insets and contrast white top stitch- 
ing. These coordinate well with their 
basic tank and cross-back camisole 
and hipster pants— all with the 
mesh elastic side insets. 


Coverups this season are more 
diversified than ever. Consumers 
will find everything from hooded 
anoraks to slip dresses, Capri pants, 
pareus and short sets. In essence, 
every look from athletic and 
streetwise styles to more traditional 
coverups. WEAR-ABOUTS shows 
French terry dresses in white and 
brights, micro mesh tanks and 
shorts, and color blocked interlock 
separates. ANNE KLEIN’s collec- 
tion includes a long hooded side-slit 
shift with kangaroo pocket in a 
“Riviera rib” and chic woven plaid 
Capris in black/yellow nylon/Lycra. 
FLY GIRLS has trendy nylon/ 
Lycra racer tanks and halters to pair 
with “hot shorts” or a long kangaroo 
pocket skirt. At OH! BOY, there are 
1"x 1" baby rib cargo pocket pants, 
shorts, and drawstring slim skirts in 
pretty shades of cantaloupe, violet, 
and eucalyptus. ROUSSO 
APPAREL’s EVR “Beachcomber” 
group will attract admiring glances 
on or off the beach with 100% 
waffle piqué in great shades of kiwi, 
sunshine, ocean, hot pink, turquoise 
and shell. There are tees and short 
sets, and a fun zip-front shift with a 
multicolored embroidery motif. 


“TRENDSETTERS. . .” continued from page 3 


and, on the runway, shown open or 
just with one or two buttons 
closed. Rowley also covers the 
classics in a breezy style: a relaxed 
white linen suit, with a white shirt 
underneath, and a khaki suit — 
both paired with longer, roomy 
pants. Colors are key at Rowley. 
There are pieces in flame orange, 
turquoise blue, and hot pink as at 
Bartlett. Rowley’s all pink suit 
comprises a relaxed, longer pro- 
portioned jacket with back vent, 
over her shorter flare pants. We 
especially liked her diagonally 
striped shirts that figure promi- 
nently in the evening grouping. 
There are all the metals to choose 
from — silver and black, bronze 
and black, gold and black. 


GENE MEYER 

Fun is the operative word at Gene 
Meyer. The designer has come a 
long way since he got his start 
designing whimsical ties and 
boxer shorts, and he hasn’t lost his 
sense of humor since winning two 
CFDA awards for menswear 
design. We liked his spare, graphic 
tops, especially the “bull’s-eye” 
tee in chick yellow. Suits were 
relaxed, and he experiments with a 
2-button style blazer quite suc- 
cessfully. His primary pant silhou- 
ette is the hipster flare that is cut 
to extend just below the ankle 
bone, with some fluidity to the leg. 
Men in the creative businesses 
will love his steel gray suit with 
heather gray shirt, worn with a 
matching wide silk tie that is 
accented with a humorous Kelly 
green bull’s-eye. You can dress 
this one up with leather oxfords or 
down (as Meyer’s proposes) with 
flat, black leather scuffs. 
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“MAKE WAY FOR...” continued from page 2 


to consider is the mid-calf layered 
skirt, with slits cut on both sides, 
that show off color to best effect 
as at Calvin Klein. Crinoline type 
Fifty’s prom skirts are also an 
option at Donna Karan, in pale 
shiny pearl tones. 


Halters looked well with some of 
the pants and skirts previously 
mentioned. BCBG designer, Max 
Azria, hit on several trends at one 
time with his sheer black halter, 
embroidered with rustic mohair 
roses, worn over a skinny pink 
cashmere sweater and cropped 
gray sharkskin pants. Mary Jane 
Marcasiano had halter tops in 
festive colors. We loved her 
pistachio cotton wrap halter top 
and her brilliant peacock cro- 
cheted halter. Marcasiano also had 
one of the best knits of the week 
— an off-the-shoulder cashmere 
v-neck sweater in heather gray, 
with wide ribbing around the neck, 
wrist and hem. Tube tops lingered 
on, seen at Violet by Favourbrook 
in baby pink and blue pastels, and 


at Searle in fire engine red. 


Florals and strong gutsy color 
were well represented at the 
collections. Nicole Miller had a 
group of demurely sexy cocktail 
dresses in a blue rose print, care- 
fully layered to avoid transpar- 
ency. Cabbage roses also cropped 
up at Jill Stuart in sheer pink and 
green tops and skirts layered over 
solids. Calvin Klein showed a 
group of long flowing tank 
dresses, layered over other eye- 
popping colors — canary yellow, 
shamrock green, flame and cer- 
ulean blue. Helmut Lang featured 
sheer hot pink dresses layered 
with solid white. 


Adding to the excitement of New 
York’s early fashion week, two 
influential fashion houses threw 
lavish opening parties in celebra- 
tion of their new store locations in 
the fashionable Soho shopping 
district. Alberta Ferretti opened up 
Philosophy di Alberta Ferretti 
Boutique at 452 West Broadway, 
and hosted an opening party at the 
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“MAPPING A NEW...” continued from page 4 


in tin, and a blue vinyl shopper’s 
tote with signature angel logo on the 
front, and a roomy messenger bag in 
natural canvas trimmed with a black 
reflector hologram, plus a group of 
denim/bandanna print bags and 
totes. PITANIELLO offers deli- 
cious “candy rings” in five shades 
(and three sizes) of resin accented 
with pewter that are striking in their 
simplicity. There’s also a group of 
sterling silver rings centered with 
semiprecious stones, and updated 
classic link necklaces in bright 
matte silver. ALEXIS BITTAR 
shows oxidized silver studded, hand 
carved Lucite bangles and earrings 
in icy pales. Also in Lucite are bold 
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torques with a sculptural feeling. 
LYDELL has lovely ’20s inspired 
hand carved (in Italy) poly-resin 
bangles in wide and narrow widths. 
E. G. SMITH does a tongue-in- 
cheek trompe |’ oeil “shoesock” in a 
variety of fine knit cotton designs 
(made in France). Also on tap, in 
their extensive Spring collection, are 
novelties, sheers, shimmer, space 
dyes and leisure socks. Knit-to- 
order in Thailand, are 100% cotton 
crusher and cloche style hats from 
RICO HANDKNITS. These come 
in soft, go-with-everything neutral 
shades, and there are matching bags 
with knit button closures as well! 


store that was well attended by 
fashion press and celebrity clien- 
tele. The four-story boutique, 
designed by architect David Ling, 
is a wonder of minimalist stark- 
ness mitigated by touches such as 
the womb-like ebonized maple 
cash wrap. Philosophy is Ferretti’s 
lower priced line for a customer 
who is a young-thinking woman. 
Here, the entire range of Philoso- 
phy footwear and accessories is 
available. Later on in the week, 
Louis Vuitton launched their new 
store with a party attended by 800 
guests, including Vuitton designer, 
Marc Jacobs, whose famous 
“cool” has rubbed off on this 
classic line of clothing and acces- 
sories. The store, at 116 Greene 
Street, houses the entire range of 
Louis Vuitton accessories, lug- 
gage, and RTW for both men and 
women. The store maintains some 
of the European ambiance and 
sophistication it ‘is famous for, all 
the while conforming nicely into 
the Soho area. 
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